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Expect 
changes 
in your 
paycheck 


Most workers to see 
less withholding, but 
W-4s may need fixes 


By ROBERT CHANNICK 
Chicago Tribune 


The tax reform bill approved 
by Congress on Wednesday 
will affect your paycheck next 
year, but at this point, nobody 
knows when — or by how 
much. 

Employers and payroll ad- 
ministrators are waiting for 
guidance from the Internal 
Revenue Service and hoping 
the rollout won’t be a pro- 
tracted accounting nightmare. 
The IRS has offered little in the 
way of a timetable. 

“We're just looking for every 
opportunity to ... get the with- 
holding right with the least 
workload and the least panic or 
chaos,” said Pete Isberg, vice 
president of government rela- 
tions for ADP, the nation’s 
largest payroll firm. 

The Republican-backed leg- 
islation, which is awaiting 
President Donald Trump’s sig- 
nature, will bring sweeping 
changes to the tax code, such as 
eliminating personal exemp- 
tions, nearly doubling standard 
deductions and lowering tax 
rates for individuals and corpo- 
rations. For most employees, 
that should translate into less 
federal withholding and bigger 
paychecks, experts say. 

While the tax bill will take 
effect Jan. 1, the withholding 
changes will likely take some 
time — and may require em- 
ployees to make a few adjust- 
ments on their W-4 forms — 
before the correct amount 
shows up on paychecks. 

The IRS needs to issue new 
tax withholding tables for em- 
ployers and payroll adminis- 
trators to use in calculating 
paycheck deductions. The 
agency said earlier this month 
that those would be out in 
January, but a Thursday state- 
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Shutdown averted; fight 
on immigration, aid awaits 


Congress OKs spending bill, but disaster 
relief stalls as Senate Democrats hold out 


By Lisa MASCARO 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Congress 
approved a temporary spending 
bill to prevent a government 
shutdown, but it failed to com- 
plete work on an $81 billion 
disaster aid package to help Gulf 
Coast states, Puerto Rico and 


California recover from hurri- 
canes and wildfires, as lawmakers 
scrambled Thursday to wrap up 
business before a Christmas 
break. 

The stopgap measure contin- 
ues federal operations for a few 
more weeks, setting up another 
deadline for Jan. 19. But it left 
undone a long list of priorities 


that members of both parties had 
hoped to finish this year. Demo- 
crats, for example, pledged to 
make a key immigration issue a 
priority early in the new year. 

The House approved the 
spending bill 231-188, with 14 
Democrats joining a majority of 
the chamber’s Republicans. The 
Senate quickly followed, voting 
66-32 to avert a federal shutdown 
Friday. 

The disaster aid package, 
though, the largest in U.S. history, 


ran into trouble. It passed the 
House 251-169, on a bipartisan 
vote, but was blocked in the 
Senate, where it required 60 
votes. 

The $81 billion measure would 
have brought this year’s tally for 
aid to hurricane victims in Texas, 
Florida, Puerto Rico and other 
parts of the Caribbean, as well as 
fire-ravaged California, to more 
than $130 billion. Republicans 
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GLASS GOODS AT CHRISTKINDLMARKET 


Nadine Korger works the Bavarian Glass Road booth at the downtown Christkindlmarket on Thursday. The market, which has been held 
in Daley Plaza since 1995, runs through Christmas Eve. There are additional Christkindlmarkets in Naperville and at the Park at Wrigley. 
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Collar counties target 
opioid manufacturers 


Lawsuits seek accountability for U.S. epidemic 


By TED GREGORY 
Chicago Tribune 


Five suburban counties in 
Illinois filed lawsuits Thursday 
against several pharmaceutical 
companies, joining a growing 
nationwide effort to hold drug 
manufacturers accountable for 
the opioid epidemic. 

Prosecutors in DuPage, Kane, 
Will, McHenry and Lake coun- 
ties said in a statement that the 
“aggressive and fraudulent mar- 
keting of prescription opioid 
painkillers” has led to a “corpo- 
rate-caused drug epidemic.” 

Officials said they filed the 


actions to stem the flow of 
opioids into communities and 
hold the manufacturers ac- 
countable for the damage done, 
including unemployment, in- 
creased strain on social services, 
the tearing apart of families and 
crime. The lawsuits do not speci- 
fy the amount of damages 
sought. 

“The source of this crisis is not 
street corners? Lake County 
State’s Attorney Michael Ner- 
heim said at a news conference 
Thursday in Wheaton announc- 
ing the litigation. “It’s in board- 
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Tribune critic Michael 
Phillips’ review in A+E 


2 jailed in 98 murders 
see charges dropped 


State cites tainted ex-cop’s role in confessions 


By MEGAN CREPEAU 
Chicago Tribune 


Cook County prosecutors 
dropped double murder charges 
Thursday against two longtime 
inmates just days after a judge 
threw out their confessions be- 
cause of what he called “bald- 
faced lies” by a controversial 
former Chicago police detective. 

First Assistant State’s Attor- 
ney Eric Sussman said prose- 
cutors still strongly believe Ga- 
briel Solache and Arturo Reyes 
are guilty of the 1998 fatal 
stabbing of a couple in their 
Bucktown neighborhood home. 


But he said the office had “no 
choice” but to dismiss the case 
after Judge James Obbish, in a 
withering speech from the 
bench last week, discredited 
testimony by retired Detective 
Reynaldo Guevara. 

In recent years, Guevara has 
repeatedly been accused of beat- 
ing suspects and coercing wit- 
nesses. With Thursday’s devel- 
opment, charges have been 
tossed this year alone against five 
men whose convictions are con- 
nected to Guevara. 

Neither Solache, 43, nor 
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